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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student achievements and 
more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief  
The 2011 Connecticut General Assembly enacted 

a number of legislative changes that will or may 

have an impact on the finances of Connecticut 

school districts. First, new legislation enacted a 

change to the Minimum Budget Requirement 

(MBR). Previously, a town could not receive less 

funding from the town than was received in the 

prior year. Now, towns can reduce the education 

budget if enrollment declines. The reduction could 

be $3,000 times the enrollment reduction, but can-

not exceed 0.5% of the prior year’s appropriation. 

Also, the reduction cannot be implemented for any 

district that has failed to meet Adequate Yearly 

Progress under No Child Left Behind. Secondly, 

new legislation increases the amount school dis-

tricts receive for hosting Open Choice students 

from a flat rate of $2,500 per student to a sliding 

scale ranging from $3,000 to $6,000 per student. 

Districts will receive the highest amount if Open 

Choice students account for 3% or more of that 

district’s total enrollment. Finally, the General As-

sembly enacted laws that will study various as-

pects of educational grants and practices. First, a 

12-member task force will be created to study the 

Education Cost Sharing (ECS) formula to deter-

mine, among other things, the equity and ade-

quacy of this formula in providing state aid to local 

school districts. The ECS grant currently provides 

Plainville with over $10 million in funding. Second, 

a review will be conducted that will examine state-

mandated special education requirements includ-

ing whether it is the parents or the school system 

that bears the burden of proof when determining 

whether a student is eligible for special education 

services. 

Art Exhibit Features Faculty Members   
An opening reception will be held on October 7 for 

an art exhibit showcasing the works of PHS faculty 

members and Connecticut artists Mario Pires and 

Michael Richters. The reception will be held from 

6:00 PM – 9:00 PM at the Artspace Gallery, 555 

Asylum Street in Hartford. The opening, which is 

free of charge, is open to the public and will fea-

ture light refreshments. 

Adult Education Program Featured 
in National Newsletter 
 KET Adult Learning, a newsletter recognizing inno-

vative adult education professionals and programs, 

will feature Plainville Adult Education’s recent 

launch of a GED Math video component funded by a 

grant from the  Elizabeth Norton Trust Fund. Plain-

ville’s Adult Education program will be highlighted in 

the Fall 2011 Volume 26, Issue 3, slated to be pub-

lished and distributed nationally.  

High School Students Attend  
Leadership Conference 
 The 2011 CIAC Sportsmanship Conference was 

held on September 22, at the Aqua Turf Club in 

Plantsville.  Student-athletes from over 100 high 

schools across the state attended the confer-

ence.  Plainville High School was represented by 

four members of its Student Athlete Leadership 

Team: Juniors Alex Lawson and Nicole Rogan, 

and sophomores Danielle Angelillo and Nick Ben-

das-Giano, and Athletic Director John Zadnik.  The 

main goal of the conference was to help the student-

athletes expand their understanding of good sports-

manship and to see how it relates to showing re-

spect to others outside of school activities.   


